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- -OCCASIONED BY THE DEATH OF 


ALEXANDER CHRISTIE, Es 
OF | 


TOMNFIELD, 


LATE _ 


CHIEF MAGISTRATE.OF MONTROSE ; 


: CONTAINING SOME - 


OBSERVATIONS - 
15 | ON THE 
Progreſs of Religious Knowledge in Scot 
AND ON | 
MR. PAINE'S « AGE OF REASON:” 
Sa 5g 8 - =. Wardrop a cas 


BY A LAYMAN. 
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This 1 confeſs unto thee, that after the way which they call herely, 
Jo worſhip I the God of my Fathers, believing all things which , 
are written in the Law and the Prophets, and the Golpel. 
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: SD. 
THOMAS CHRISTIE, ESQUIRE, 
LONDON. | 


—n—__ Y._-- 
SIR, 


1 HAVE had the happineſs of being in ſome 

meaſure acquainted with your late moſt 
excellent Father. He ſaid he was my friend, 
and I believe his ſincerity was never queſ- 
tioned. But he was the friend of mankind ; 


and, independent of his veracity, I have re- 


ceived from him the moſt unequivocal, the 
moſt important acts of friendſhip and bene- 


volence. Would to Gop ! Thad known him 


in an early ſtage of life; in that caſe, I am 
convinced, I ſhould neither have ſtrayed in 
the paths of infidelity, nor bowed in the 
temple of Rimmon Well do I remember 
the ſevere ſtruggles of my early years, when 


I conſidered eternal puniſhment, or a belief 


in the doctrines of the Shorter Catechiſm, as 
my only alternatives; and I thank Gop that, 
even in my infantine days, I had always 
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to reject doctrines which, alas! for a long 
courſe of years I could not call unſeriptural. 


IT may be reckoned” preſumption in a 
Layman to attempt a Diſcaurſe, and in an 


unlearned man to give a Character of your 
Father. I confeſs this is only the third time 
I have endeavoured to compole, and I know 
not a rule for compoſition, ' I can plead, 
however, that bad the fublimity of his cha- 
racter left room for embelliſhment, I ſhould 
not have thought of the talk, but allowed 
ſome ney hand to ee _ of pas 
* 1 


1 ATM not at the — SS. er 
do I pretend to do juſtice to the ſubject. I 
can only ſay, that out of the abundance of 

the heart the mouth ſpeaketh. 


Ir I render my grateful mite of tributary 
juſtice to his ever-revered memory, and this 
without expreſſing myſelf fo as to diihonour 


the ſubject, or give offence to the family ot 


my beſt friend—the friend of my foul! if by 
rendering his noble example more conſpicu- 
ous, I encourage any man to act more de- 
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cidedly in his moſt important concerns; if I 
influence one perſon to adopt juſter views of 
Drirr; or prevail on any one to lay aſide 
prejudice, and candidly to enquire what doc- 
trines are taught in the Scrryrores of 
Taurn; ; then al my ends are fully anſwer- 
* and 1 am a rewarded beyond COIN | 


40 you, Sir 0 in the firſt volume of 


your Eſſays, have in a few words given a 


very jult picture of the State of Religion in 
this country, I think I can ſafely appeal for 
the juſtneſs of my remarks on that ſubject. 
That like your truly illuſtrious Father, you 
may ever ſerve the Gop of Jeſus, ſteering 


alike clear of infidelity and ſuperſtition, and 
ever ſhew yourſelf the worthy Son of fo wor- 


thy a F ather, is the ardent wiſh of, 


8 I R., 
| Your moſt debe. 
1 And obediont pe Servant, 


* 


unn gn 185. 


54 


" 
nn 
* 
93923323 


8 l d [ 
$4 46 7 4 F £- XX. 13 Z { 
* g 2 F "4 
£ <a * 2 79 — . 4 : : * 77 5 
tr ' % , & y - 1 
' * \ * 25 
** N 7 . : A 7 
* 7 7 * 4 
| G n e 
= 1 , * ; ” x 
. 1 $ * _ 
. y 7 : # * 4 4 4 1 
— 1 , , * 10 - - - * . 
g " *, 
” ” « 1 bs 
n p 8 oF i 


- Ta 7 2 1 Is G ku l rt IG 
GONE e rat een „ TSS F 
PR wa 9 _ a * * 2 F 
* y Tv * 7 1 * 5 7 


*M 


* 4 
2 
i 
Mn 
. 
. 
8 


ST:LL there remains ſomewhat of our common faith, in which 
all are agreed, and that ſomewhat is, in my opinion, a circum- 
ſtance of ſuch ineffable importance, that I will never refuſe the 
tight hand of Chriſtian fellowſhip to him who acknowledges its 


truth, never think or ſpeak of him with diſreſpect, nor with 


true Phariſaical pride eſteem myſelf to be more orthodox, more 
acceptable to my Redeemer than be is, and that /omewha! 18, 
Erzrxnar Live 15 THE GIFT or Gop THROUGH Jesvs Cunisr. In 
vain will any man attempt to leſſen me in my charity towards 
others, by telling me, that this is but one of many truths con- 
tained in the Scriptures, in which they may agree with me. It 


may be ſo: God grant that we may all underſtand other truths 


as clearly as we do this, and then there will be no diſagreements 
amongſt us,—In vain will he attempt to puzzle my underſtand- 
ing with curious queſtions concerning the Conſubſtantiality of 
the Father and the Son, with doubtful diſputations concern= 
ing the infinite juſtice of the Sopreme Being, requiring :nfnite 
ſatis faction for the fins of à finite being, and eſtimating the atro- 
city « of guilt, by the greatneſi of the being againſt whom offence 
is committed, rather than by the inbecillity of the being who | 
commited it. 


Brsgoe or nn | 


Lr us, in the bleflings of redemption as well as all our other 
bleflings, learn to center our views in Gop, and fly from every 
form of public devotion, that has any other object than that Oxꝝ 
Being, of whom, and to whim, and through whom are all things. 
We ſhould honour Chriſt ardently as our Lord and Saviour; 
but we ſhould honour him as having the /ame God and Father 
with our/ekves, and never think of any thing ſo abſurd and ſhock- 
ing, as elevating bim who was ſent, to an equality with the 
ſelf-exiſtent Being who ſent him. 8 

| - Docror Perce; :- 
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A 
DISCOURSE, &c 


JOHN v. 35. 


HE-WAS A BURNING AND A SHINING LIGHT 3 AND YE WERE WILLING 
| FOR A SEASON TO REJOICE IN HIS LIGHT. 


VERSE 36. 


Bur 1 HAVE A GREATER WITNESS. 


n 


WIr we acknowledge the goodneſs 

of Gop in raiſing up the Patriarchs; 
when we thank him for the great Jewiſh 
Lau- giver and the Prophets that followed; 


when, with inexpreſſible gratitude, we feel 


the importance of his greateſt and beſt gift 


to men, in Him who is emphatically ſtiled in 
Scripture the Son of Gop and the Saviour 


of the world, we ought not by any means 


to forget thoſe other burning and ſbining 
lights with which he hath bleſſed mankind 


in different ages of the world; thus never 
leaving himſelf without a witneſs. 


Fon he not only lays the truth open to 
the pious and candid ſearcher of his word, 


but in countries where, through ſuperſtition 
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and early prejudice, that word remains as a 
| ſealed book, he has, from time to time, ex- | 
bibited examples of the truly Chriſtian cha- 
racter, and alſo of an apoſtolic purity of 
faith, particularly in that important and 
fundamental article, the perfect unity of 
the one only living and true Gop, even the 
Farner. A point of faith which, as if jed- 
tous of his incommunicable prerogative, he 
firmly eſtabliſhed in old times amongſt the 
Jews by ſevere judgments, and for the eſta- 
bliſhment of which, he has now driven Chrif- 
tian idolatry from a neighbouring land, by 
chaſtizing the inhabirants with all the dread- 
ful calamities that the tyranny, bigotry, and 
ſuperſtition of Kings, Prieſts, and People, 
had rendered neceſſary. A point of faith 
which, throughout the world of profeſſing 
Chriſtians, has been much and long obſcured 
by ſtate interference with religion, and con- 
ſequent Chriſtian idolatry; that Man of 
Sin, that almoſt univerſal deluſion, which 
is ſo plainly prophecied in Scripture, which 
is one of the teſtimonies of Jeſus, but which 
now ſeems on the eve of diſappearing, when 
the grand and eſſential doctrine of the Di- 
vine Unity, will burſt upon benighted Chrif: 


tiens in all its * 9 


47 


BiEssgD be God the night is far ſpent, 
the day is at hand. May our gracious Gp 
and Fatutr prepare us to receive this 
great, important, and truly Chriſtian Truth. 


in all its ſimplicity ; and in ſuch a manner, 


'that, in the courſe of His providence, this 
country may eſcape ſuch awful viſitations as 
thoſe with which he has found neceſſary, by 
the hands of wicked men, to afflict a neigh- 
bouring nation, who were {till farther ſunk 
than we are, in infidelity and ſuperſtition: a 
nation whoſe blood has flowed in every ſtreet, 
and diſcoloured every ſtream : a nation who 
have become ſo very abandoned as that, 
to an appalled.world, they proclaimed them- 
ſelves Atheiſts! who, from a conſciouſneſs 
of unexampled crimes, endeavoured to en- 
courage a hope of eternal fleep!! and who 
taught the horrid doctrine to their ſons, that 
children might not ſhudder to drench them- - 
ſelves in kindred blood ! ! ! 


- Dex have they already drank of the wa- 
ters of bitterneſs. Daſh now, O Goo, this 
phial of wrath, this cup of trembling from 
their guilty lips! May they drink of it again 
no more! Mayeſt thou, in thy great good- 


W add to the preſent daunings of Jultice 
A 2 


1 

wiſdom, and moderation, i in their councils, 
that the remainder may yet glorify thee; 
that they may be a ſeed to ſerve thee; and 
that in the pure faith of Jeſus and his Apoſ- 
tles, they may proclaim to an idolatrous world, 


4 Thus faith the Gop, even Jenovan, 
* Who created the heavens and ſtretched them out, 


« I am Junovau, that is my name, 
* And my glory I will not give to another.” 


Nor to the Baptiſt himſelf were the words 
of our Lord, which we haye read, more ap- 
plicable than to the worthy and very liberal 
Patron of rational Chriſtianity, of genuinę 
Unitarianiſm, whoſe death we are now met 
to deplore. He was indeed @ burning and 
a ſhining light. I mean not to detain you by 
commenting on his knowledge of the world, 
and love of civil and religious liberty, as a 
man; on his regard to the rights of ind- 
' _ viduals, and his reſpect for the laws and con- 
ſtitution of his country, as a citizen; on 
his general knowledge and poliſhed manners 
as a ſcholar and a gentleman; nor yet on 
His accuracy and activity as a man of buſi- 
neſs, i in which walk he had an extraordinary, | 
though dear bought opportunity, to prove 
the ſcrupulous niceneſs of his honour, his, 


41 


perhaps, unprecedented integrity. In all 
thoſe characters, nay, eminent as he was as 
a huſband, a father, a maſter and a friend, 
as feeling general benevolence, and practiſing 
univerſal philanthropy, and, as on every oe- 
caſion, being alike ready with his purſe and 
his advice; perhaps under theſe characters 

alſo he may have had _—_ —_ not a 


ſuperior, 


By T there i is 3 character i in which 
we, as a Religious Society, are more pecu- 
liarly called upon to conſider Him. The 
eaſieſt and ſureſt method in this to eſti 
mate his intrinſic and relative worth, 2 
may be to conſider the ſtate of religion oy 
in the country, and from that conſider» 
ation to deduce the character - that is 
molt likely to be uſeful ; to enquire if it 
fits the deceaſed, and then to count the 
living characters of that deſcription. A- 
las! I fear we Fan 95! rhag ores he ſtood | 


unrivalled, 


Ixus that there is not yet one man 
amongſt us who would not tremble at the 
thought of denying the exiſtence of DziTyY. 
Far may JeHOvan conduct us all from the 


00 


dread abyſs of Atheiſm! There are per- 
haps not many of us ſufficiently hardened to 
deny in words that Gop has granted a reve- 
lation to mankind ; but what is the reveal- 
ed religion which men of ſenſe and enquiry 
amongſt us believe or profeſs? If ſuch have 
reſolution to maintain what they conſider 
as common degency on this ſubject they 
think they do much, but would chey not 
conceive themſelves to be groſsly affronted 
were any of us to impute to them an actual 
belief of the ſtrange, abſurd, and contra- 
dictory. tenets, which here paſs for divine 
revelation, whichare the great cauſe of un- 
belict.amongfl the more ſenſible part of the 
community ; and which make the Chriftian 
Religion the IE of Infidels, the deriſion 
* fools? +=; 


- 4 1 men 0 leg a ee 
though from their abilities and ſtation in 

the world of ſome reſpectability, how many 
are there who on every occaſion ſhew their 
contempt of, and diſguſt for the doctrines 
of the eftabliſament. Theſe in their ridi- 
eule of doctrines reputed orthodox, are too 

apt to injure Chriſtianity itſelf; for they do 


(mn) 
not acknowledge any particular ſett of r& 
hgious tenets, and thoſe with whom they 
converle will not be at the trouble : en- 
quire if there are others to be drawn from 


hams ee ; 


* 
[2 - 


Or theſe men many bose infidels, 


merely from the evident abſurdity of that 


moſt unſeriptural of all doctrines the Atha- 
naſian Trinity, and in fo doing they reaſon 
juſtly, though upon falſe principles; for 
they ſay,' This cannot be a-revelation 
4 from Gop. It is a plain contradiction 
in terms, and a palpable abſurdity un: 
« worthy of the Divine Being, and the 
Bible which contains ſuch doctrines can- 


<«-hot be the word of Gop.” So far they 


reaſon right, but who told them that fuck 
a doctrine could be drawn from the Sa- 
_ cred Books? To this extent they take the 


word of the orthodox, whom they deſpiſe ; 


but to act conſiſtently they ought to go a 
Kttle farther and take the word of the or- 
thodox alſo, for ſuch doctrines being only 
above reaſon and not contrary to it. Here; 
however, their faith fails them. They can 
ſwallow no more, and the labour of can- 
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1 8 8 
_Gidly. and attentively reading, even the 


four Goſpels, and acts of the Apoſtles, is 
with them entirely out of the queſtion. I 
lament the unmanly conduct of theſe men. 
I bewail their unhappy fate. Infidels they 
muſt live; and embracing no opportuni- 
ty of being acquainted with the pure and 
rational doctrines of Chriſtianity, they muſt, 
at the laſt moſt aweful and perhaps weakeſt 
moments of their exiſtence, either be pre- 
vailed on to adopt a ſyſtem of deluſion, 
which in vigour of mind, they juſtly con- 
temn, or at that ſolemn hour, when the 
importance of earthly cares, and earthly 
toys alike diſappears, plunge into eternity 
with. the dreary proſpects of unbelief. 
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THz great body of the people, the num- 
berleſs ſectaries, and particularly the more 
literate of the Clergy “ of every denomt | 
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Without giving offence to the regular Clergy, we are well 
authorized to obſerve that theſe are not on the ſame footing 
with their predeceſſors. In former days the pulpits were in ge- 
neral filled with the ſons of Miniſters. Theſe gentlemen re- 
ceived a proper and full education, each under the eye of a 
learned and zealous parent, and the prieſthood became a kind 
of inheritance which with enereaſing libraries was handed down 
to a tribe that was an honour to their age and profeſſion. There 
are not now many inſtances of this kind, and that there will be 
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nation; nay ſome well-meaning and intel- 
ligent men, who have had opportunities 
to obtain juſt and rational views of re- 
ligion, and of whom conſequently better 
things might be expected, are infatuated $3 
with local prejudices which they have ſuck- 1 
ed in as it were with their mothers milk, I 
and which they neither can throw off nor 
dare examine. Theſe may be ſaid to be 
believers of Chriſt, +for much do they be- 
lieve of him which he did not believe of 
himſelf, and of which his Apoſtles had no 
idea. But they abſurdly pretend that 
they are believers in Chriſt, while they de- 
* his moſt 1 opens en cleariy ex- | 


r ** 


* . 


! is a . 
coming leſs and leſs an object to a miniſter s fon: At lurge towns 
particularly perhaps theſe ſhould be doubled: for the conſe- 
quence of our preſent practice is that the prieſthood i is falling 
into the hands of the loweſt of the people, who cannot command' 
either time or money to procure the proper education, but pre- 
tend to become teachers of others while labouring under the 
weakeſt and moſt inveterate prejudices, But to theſe men, the 7 IT 
ſtipend, ſuch as it is, is an object, and it is fortunate for them” 55 
that for a ſpeedy and amicable ſettlement biblical criticiſm'or 3 
ſolid learning of any kind are not always neceſſary, leaſt of 
all preaching or praying like ſenſible intelligent Chriſtians. 
From theſe circumſtances, and from ode half of] the Church 
Courts conſiſting of Elders, there ſeems ſiule proſpects of a far - 
ther reform in our religious eſtabliſhment. | 
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) 
preſſed ſentiments, contending that he was | 
equal to, or a part of the ſelf-exiſtent Being 
who ſent him whom he acknowledged as 
his Gop and the only true Gon, beſore 
whom he wept and prayed, and from 
whom by the hands of a meflenger he re- 
ceived new ſtrengtl, To theſe people, 
the Bible is really a ſealed book; for as 
well might they be permitted to gaae upon 
its boards, or to open it in an unknoun 
language, as to read it in Engliſh through 
the medium of our chureh ſtandards: of 
which little more can be ſaid in their fa- 
your, . than that the Athanaſian Creed 
ſomewhat outſtrips them in abſurdity of 
expreſſion, and in the verx wonderful quan- 
tity of contradiclory jargon comprired 
in its ſo narrow bounds; for the doctrinal 
points meant to be inculcated in each of 
theſe are alike antiſcriptural. Theſe men 
are in general bigotted fanatical and intole- 
ant“; HEY. 8 are above making . 
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e This charadter * is eee e Eo bets bag. 
Pole diſplayed in the laſt perſecution, which ſtained the an- 
nals of the Scottiſh Church, and with which they honoured the 
learned and devout Doctor M- Gill for writing a book, which 
though uncommonly deficient with reſpedt to Calviniſtie terms 
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and dare not read for information, brit 

boaſt in the ſoundneſs of their faith, and 

glory in the name of orthodox. With 

reſpect to them I am apt to ſay, that ex- 

treme weakneſs and violent prejudice reſiſt - 
the force of the ſimpleſt and moſt plainly 

revealed truths. For I heſitate not to 

bring forward a ſentiment which, if I mif- 

take not, I borrow from the very amiable 

and much venerated Mr. Lindſey ;- viz. 

that a perſon who believes, or thinks he 
believes, in the Athanaſian Trinity, let his 
abilities and conduct be in other things 
what they may, moſt certainly in this _ 
A WN mee vn un ws mind.” 
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e at of thoſe of BY 

f b ranks who emboldened by exam- 
ples in higher ſtations, or corrupted by 
adminiſterin gt to nad vices and ee or 
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wa nn tenets, exhibired the 8 as A good man, 
a @ pious and intelligent divine, though ſeeming to lean ſome- 

what more to the authority of Chriſt than to that of Athang- | 

Gus, Calvin or John Knox; but this perſecution, like. other 
violent meaſure, defeated its on ends, and, i in the hands of a 

good Providence, has ſpread the knowledge of. thoſe ſcriptural | 

doctrines which it was meant to ſoppreſs, and this even in places 
bers theſe Apoſtolical herefies had never been heard ol. 

* 2 


616 070 
others, have alſo thrown off the profeſſion 5 
of religion and who without Gop in the 
world, without thought or controul, pur- 
ſue ſuch nen as are nne their a 


Bor in 8 Wen middling Haſhem 
there are many good citizens who appear 
perfectly | indifferent reſpecting religious 
doctrines and the purity of the ſacred wri: 
tings*. Gallio-like they care for none of 
theſe things, and take no trouble about 
the matter; their good ſenſe does not allow 
them to believe, yet they are deficient in 
exertion to enquire, and their reſolution 
would fail them in openly renouncing the 
Ar which bannen hold 3 
————— ——— — 


. The good people. of this town areever ready mtg ſub. 

| ſcriptions for any public improvement or charitable pyrpole. A- 
+ bout Eight Thouſand Guineas goes from the place towards one 
edition of a Dictionary (Encyclopedia Britannica), and I am told 
= ſum upwards of Twenty Thouſand Pounds is now paying for | 


2 Bible purchaſed in Numbers with Calviniſtie Notes. Indeed 


thouſands of names are always ready for propoſals of this kind, 
bot we dare not enquire into the Scriptures of Troth, and call 
Orthodoxy to their bar. A ſingle ſubſcription could not be ob- 
tained for the very learned Doctor Geddes's Tranſlation, with 
full Notes critical and explanatory, enriched with various 
readings from the labours of Doctor Kennicor and others. Three 
or four copies, ſo far as publiſhed of this magnificent and maſt 
valuable work, promiſing to be the glory of our Pe remain As 
FI 2 lumber with the Bookſellers. * 


N 
a few rational and intelligent Chriſtians 
who do not ſee it as their duty to make 
any public ſtruggle for the ſacred doctrine 


of the Divine Unity; though perfectly con- 


vinced of i its ION ne 


Eats are Gin a "EM whom TI have not 
yet attempted to deſcribe. Theſe are men 


of irching ears with a conſiderable degree 


of common ſeuſe, -but deficient in point of 
ſteadineſs and ſolid principles. They have 
found difficulties in the Confeſſion of Faith 


and chatechiſms of the Church of Scot- 


land, and with unſettled minds they rove 
from one place of worſhip to another, ha- 


ving no ſolid foundation; rather than as 


converts to Chriſt they may be ſaid to be 


of Paul or Apollos, or the laſt preacher 


they happen to hear. After having gone 


the round of Seceders, Antiburghers and 
others, they become leſs illiberal and at- 
tend the Methodiſts, from whom they 


learn to conſider Chriſt as a diſtinct object 


of worſhip. The Independents teach them 

that there cannot be an eternal Son as 
eternal ſignifies having no beginning, and 
Son neceſſarily implies a derivative exiſt- 
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(18) 
ence, therefore that Chriſt is only a tem» 
poral Son, though an Eternal Perſon, and 
Eternal Member of the Trinity*. From 
Baptiſts they underſtand that there is no 
certain Apoſtolic precedent for the baptiſm 
of infants, and that the word baptiſm, 


in its original ſignification, implies dipping. 


Fraught with all this importanr knowledge, 
they venture to an Unitarian meeting 
with a view, perhaps; to ſhew by their be- 


 haviour there their abhorrence to Antitriai- 


tarian worſhip. They meet however with 


ſomething new, and their Athenian love of 


novelty more than conviction brings them 
back till: they perceive with am 
chat Unitarianiſm and primitive Chriſtian- 
ity are the fame. Trying all however, theſe 
men are not —— to A by any thing: 


— , —— 5 „„ 5 bo 
0. 0 The W and great part of the Baptiſt! 4 
1 pdoungq out that a Father muſt neceſſarily ha ve preceded his own 
ü Jon, or in other words, that One who began to exiſt, cannot 
haye exiſted from eternity, like Him who conferted exiſtenet 


on every other being: and this late diſcovery is at laſt pretty | 


well eftablithed, — without a war of pamphlets, and 
t 


imputations of hereſy. is to be hoped, that theſe well- 
meaning and intelligent Sectaries, who have fo far nobly dared 
wo-uſe their reaſon, will become lefs and leſs inclined to admit of 
tradictions in terms, and are not far from allowing that two and 


In a ſhort 1 of time they become 
willing to adopt not only Unitarianiſm, 
properly ſo called, but allo every the wild- 
Ws principle of the moſt extravagant U- 
nitarian. They foon grow wiſer than their 


teachers, and far outftrip in faith thoſe who - 


have thought more maturely on the ſub- 
ject. They inſiſt that every wild and ex 
travagant idea, provided only it be new to 
them, is a clear deduction from Unitartari 


princip ples, and a doctrine eſſential to U 


nitarianiſm. Puffed up with their ſelf i im- 8 


portance and fancied acquirements, they 


now become as bigotted, dogmatical and 
intolerant as the Orthodox themſelyes.. At 
Hhſt unſatisfied as they have been with the 
pure revelation which Gop bimſelf ga ve by, 
Jeſus, they find as little iafadtion from, 
idle queſtions and philoſophical reveries, 
Which indeed they are precluded from un-, 
derſtanding, as they did from the dreams. 


of Juſtin Martyr, which have been handed- 
down through ſo many generations of Or. 


y eagerly teaze. 


thodox Fathers. Still 
their preacher for ſomething new, and he: 


being no longer able to riſe upon their be- 


wildered 3 imaginations, they leave him als 
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together, or return only now and then 
for ſome farther fund of entertainment. 
They bid adieu to the Scriptures of Truth, 
and ſhocking as the fact is, it is moſt cer- 
tainly true, that a number of the forego- 
ing deſcription arriving at this dreadful 
pitch, have, for the Word of God, for the 
Goſpel of his Son, ſubſtituted the weakeſt - 
and moſt flagitious of all * e 


Ae. A eser, Lk 


Hap it been the lat of theſe 3 men 
to have been educated as Unitarians, or, in 
other words, as rational Chriſtians, inſtead 
of poring upon contradictory ſuppoſed my- 
ſteries, the dreams of weak and deluded men, 
had they been taught to look upon the Scrip- 
tures as the only rule of faith, and to read 
theſe with their own eyes; nay, had they 
been but well-founded in the great truths of 
what is called Natural Religion, they had ne- 
ver fallen a ſacrifice to the moſt contempt- 
ible, tho” the moſt daring of all performan-, | 

ces a performance which is a general inſult. | 
to the underſtandings of mankind ; for, in- 
deed, can a reader be more highly inſulted,” | 
than when he finds an author declaring, that 
he neglected even that education which is be- 


et 
ſtowed in Scotland upon every boy that is a- 
bove want, and which is a mere prelude to 
his being fitted to know any thing about the 
original Scriptures, that he ſhows himſelf to- 


tally ignorant of the ſcope and contents of 
the ſacred books, and perfectly unqualified 


to judge of their authenticity, yet having the 
_unexampled effrontery tocondemn the whole, 


and without the ſemblance of argument, pro- 


nouncing them to be moſt properly termed 
the Word of a Demon“. Thus, I apprehend, 

it becomes every man who is ambitions of 
the Chriſtian name, to expreſs 'his abhor- 
rence” againſt the conduct of a preſumptu- 
ous man, who pretends to decide upon the 
moſt ſacred and momentous of all ſubjects, 
of which he is totally ignorant, and who, on 
weak and unguarded minds, would, in place 
of argument, impoſe his ungrounded and in- 
ſolent aſſertions, while he endeavours to be- 


* — — 
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* The learned, acute, and judicious Mr. Porſon, by produ- 
cing authorities, and entering fully upon his ſubje&, takes 406 
pages to give a death- ſtroke to the ſpurious text of 1 John v. 7. 
alchough that text cannot be of much conſequence in the defence 
of Trinitariaviſm, the meaning of the word On- being evident 


here, and fully explained elſewhere ; but this politico-religious 
Quixote pretends to demoliſh the whole ſacred fabric of revealed 


religion, by bald aſſertions, contained in a few ſentences —0 
Paini tes, great is your faith! K. 0 4 1 750 nr 
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CEP 
reave them of all that can give comfort to 
a man and a Chriſtian, and takes advantage 
of the favour he has gained with the lower 
people to reduce them t to WE ſtate of * 


Wirn his political e we, in our 
prefent character, have nothing to do; but 
while we give him credit for his juſt and manly 
ſentiments reſpecting the independence of reli. 
\ 4 its we Py well Yen hg that rm repre | 


1 


33 Mid ada — adi li- 


e berty of conſcience Which he claims, is not the ſervice of 
« himſelf, but of his God, In this caſe, therefore, we muſt 


«© neceſſarily have the aſſociated idea of two Beings ; the mortal 
ho renders the worſhip, and the ImmorTar | BW who is 
© worſhipped. Toleration, therefore; places itſelf, not be- 
« tween man and man, not between church and church, nor 
« between one denomination of religion and another, but be- 
. tween Gop and man ; and by the fame act of aſſumed autho- 
« rity by which it tolerates man to pay his worſhip, it preſump- 
« tuouſly and 1 ſets itſelf up to tolerate the Almigh- 
* ty to receive it, ® TE WOE 80 
«© Who then, art thou, vain 4d and aſhes, by whatever name 
| 25 thou art called, wherher a King, a Biſhop, a Church or State, 
4 a Parliament, or any thing elſe, that obtrudeſt thy inſigniſi - 

«* cance between the ſoul of man and its Maker? Mind thine 
. On concerns. If he believes not as than believeſt, it is a 
. « proof that thou believeſt not as he believetb, and there is no 
* earthly power can hs ye Fo.” 

f 5 
60 ſays Paine. the Deiſt ; and fo , Paine would be: ade. 
- were he on other occaſions to profeſs himſelf an Atheiſt : for 


- 


Cas b 
. xamine with ſome degree of jealouſy, 
em flows from ſo polluted 2 pen, eſpe- 
cially on important ſubjects, which they may 
not have had leiſure, opportunity, or abili- 
ties, to diſcuſs and digeſt e ons 
en et dora NIE? 999 of 2310! 


ie to return 3 a my e of 
religinal;l have only to add that, amongſt the 
few who have preached: Unitarianiſm in Scot- 
land, there have been perſons who were too 
ready to gratify that claſs, which I have de- 
ſcribed as having itching ears; preachers that 
could not be perſuaded: to conſider, either 
. ey were forwarding. theſe ane 


* 


1 . an Abbes, a Dei, or a « Devil, Pry js im- 
mutable ; and fimilar truths were promulgated by Him on whom 
Go poured his Spirit without meaſure—-St, John xi. 19. ſays, 
* Thou believeſt there is but one God: thou doſt well; but 
even the demons believe.” [( Wakefield.) Matt. xxviii. 29, 
Dzmoniacs proclaim Jeſus to be the Son of God, with joy we 
reſound the glad tidings ; and here alſo we do well. Strange 
that we cannot act in the ſame manner, when adopting or reject- 
ing the opinions of our fellow men. One man will not allow 

one ſentiment of Paine? s to be right, becauſe he is wrong in po- 
litics. Another thinks him right in politics, and therefore ſa - 
crifices to him thoſe truths and aſſurances of eternal happineſs 
which Gop offers to mankind through Chriſt Ia the ſame man- 
ner with many, whatever comes from the Church muſt be right; 
whatever is ſaid or wrote in oppoſition to it (however Scriptu- 
bal) bs wer Sf den know dot what ſpirit they t 

Ga” - 
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men in their progreſs to inſidelity, or that 
they were giving cauſe of offence and regret 
to more ſteady Chriſtians, if Gy at all 
the others might be called. the other 
hand, theſe preachers Getned: Iakiewring: to 
give offence to every ſober- minded man, and 
if they were ſincere Chriſtians, (as I hope 
and truſt they were) fo much did they lay 
themſelves open to miſoonſtruction, that ſome 
of the votaries of infidelity now plead, that 
| they go no farther than the inſtructions, be- 
lief, and intentions of the preacher warrant- 
ed—ſo dangerous is it amongſt a certain claſs 
to inſiſt upon diſquiſitions which are above 
the capacity of the hearers. Indeed we have 
ſeen too much neglected the plain and weigh - 
ty matters of the law and the goſpel, while 
things were at great length, and moſt ſtre- 
nuouſly inſiſted upon, that were not clear- 
ly revealed, and of little conſequence, tend: 
ing only to inflame a falſe pride, and to ſow 
diſcord amongſt brethren. Subjects have 
been introduced, and dogmatically inſiſted on, 
which, hon ever familiar they may have 2 80 
to a Price or a Prieſtley, were moſt evidently 
miſapprehended by the preachers themſelves, 
and totally above the comprehenſion of any 
audience in Britain, conſequently liable to 


* 


1 
miſconſtruction and miſrepreſentation of well 
meaning people, ſo as to draw down unſpeal - 
able odium on the riſing cauſe of Gop and 


Man. Nay, I appeal to my brethren, if the 
cauſe has not ſuffered ſeverely by ſabje&ts ha- 


ving been introduced and inſiſted upon as ab- 
ſolutely eſſential to the profeſſion of Unitari- 


aniſm, which had no connection whatever 


with Unitarianiſm, or with any other profeſ. 
ſion of Chriſtianity, or indeed with à profeſ- 
ſion of any religion chat ever exiſted of the 
face of this rel. 


: 


Tabs haye 1 fikiſhed v what 1 had to 4 re· | | 
ſpecting the ſtate of religion in this country, | 


Pe think my ſtatement is juſt, and full enough 


even for a general view of the ſubject; for 
it is unneceſlary to inform any one that 


there arè among our elergy many worthy 


men, whoſe conduct, whoſe piety, . whoſe 


truly chriſtian charity and beneyolence we 


daily have occaſion to admire ; and with | 


whoſe abilities and erudition the world is well 
acquainted, | 


$row being the ſtate of religion i in a Sad, 
land, the queſtion is, What character muſt 


the Poſen hold who is likely to do mgſ good, 
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in fixing men's minds on the pure doctrines 


of the Goſpel, while aſſiſting to ſtrip theſe 
of thoſe corruptions that have, for ſo many 


_ eenturies, defaced the holy religion which 


PER! — revealed by Jens CRT 


775 is * to all, A cannot be ere 


dicted, that our Lord admitted men to the 


profeſſion of Chriſtianity on declaring their 
belief in Jeſus being the Chriſt, that is, the 


Meſſenger, the. annointed of Gon, or the 


promiſed Meſſiah. Afterwards the Apoſtles 
added one article to this original Chriſtian 
Creed or Confeſſion, viz. That Gop had rai- 
ſed Chriſt from the dead; and theſe articles 
ſeem 1 to be all that the apoliles required as 
neceſſary to conſtitute the Chriſtian Charac- 


ter in point of doctrine, yet the pretended 


orthodox have brought forward a number 


of other articles of belief, which they have 
the effrontery to call the eſſential doctrines 
of Chriſſianity, and they will not allow that, 


without believing theſe, any perſon can be a 
Chriſtian: Foremoſt of theſe ſtands the Doc- 


trine of the I rinity, in evident and direct op- 
poſition to the doctrines and practice of 
4 Chriſt, who invariably taught his own depen- 
| dence on the God of the Jews, whoſe will he 


came to do, and without the ſupport of 


1 


whoſe. almighty arm, he of his own ſelf 
could do nothing. I need ſcarcely add, that 
profeſſing Chriſtians, who thus hold them- 
ſelves more orthodox than Chriſt and his A- 
poſtles, conſider an Unitarian, or truly Apo- 
ſtolical Chriſtian, as an infidel; and | have 
already ſhewn, what imprudent Unitarians* 
have done amongſt us towards the deſtruc- 
tion of their profeſſed brethren, and to the 
ruin of the great cauſe, by exhibiting it in the 
moſt odious and unjuſt light, thus increaſing 
the bigotry 1 | its n bigotted enemies. 
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| Hance, I 1 that whether we ar- 
gue 4 priori, or from fatal experience, it is a- 
like evident, that a keen, intemperate, and 
imprudent partizan, whether learned or il- 
| literate, can be of no ſervice in eſtabliſhing 
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From ſuch the anſwers to any remonſtrance on the ſubject 
were, © the truths of the goſpel cannot be accommodated to 
any man or ſet of men, and © we are not to follow the max- 
ims of the world, in propagating the truths of the goſpel.” 
Bat admitting the doQrines to be important goſpel truths, how 
different was the conduct of our prudent divine Saviour? John 
xvi. 12. Now the apology for theſe gentlemen, is Dr. Prieſt- 
ly's expectation of general infidelity: But, however free Dr. 
Prieſtly was in his philoſophical writings, it is believed, he 

| was pretty guarded in his ſermons to a mixed audience ; and a- 
las ! though offences muſt come, I woe ha: thols by whom 
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the grand truths of Uoitarianiſaa ;. but. on the 
other hand may, with the beſt intentions, 
do much miſchief. The perſon to be uſeful 
in eſtabliſhing rational religion muſt know 
ſomething of mankind; muſt be temperate, 
prudent, and moderate in his conduct: and 
moderation in his principles, as beſt inſur- 
ing moderation in practice, may allo be a 
1 5 important requiſite. | | 


Sven was ALEXANDER CHRISTIE. 
He could not ſhut his eyes on the cleareſt of 
all revealed doctrines, that to Chriſtians there 
is but one God, even the Fa rRER; and one 
Lord, Maſter, or Teacher, Jeſus the Chriſt. 
The different characters, offices, and attri- 
butes of theſe two Perſons, or Beings, are 
moſt plainly diſcriminated by Chriſt and his 
_- Apoſtles, and. we may add, by Gon himſelf 
through his Prophets. Indeed, Chriſt muſt 
have foreſeen the Trinitarian clouds which 
were ſo long to envelope his golpel, and the 
difficulties his witneſſes wonld have to la- 
bour under, elſe, born as he was a Jew, he 
would never have thought it neceſſary to 
preſs upon his hearers the exiſtence of the 
one JErOVAr, his Father and our Father, 
his Gon and our Gop, who gave him the 


29 p 


Spirit without meaſure, and to whom he look- 


ed up with becoming reverence and piety 


for all the powers conferred on him, for life 
and for every good and perfect gift. 

Bor as there is no foundation in Scripture 
for, ſo neither did this eminent Chriſtian be- 


lieve in- the fancy of Chriſt having a divine 


nature, or being (with reverence and with 
horror be it ſpoken) God-man ! according 
to the contradictory expreſſion of the Ortho- 
dox, a kind of triple compound, conſiſting 
of Body, Soul, and God, comprehending 
two natures in one Perſon, while this doubly 
or triply compounded Perſon, poſſeſſing only 
a derived exiſtence, with another Perſon un- 
compounded and without beginning, yet equal- 


ly young, and a third Perſon younger than ei- 


ther, yet old as ihe ETERNAL, who gave ex- 


| iſtence io both, all of equal power and 


glory, make but one Nature or Being, in a 
ſuppoſed god, who is not more powerful 
than any one of his component parts, an an- 
tiſeriptural god, in whom our neighbours 
pretend to believe; and a god which, with 
two other ſtrange gods, as well as the one 


only living and true Goo, is inyoked by the 
Church of England under the name of Tri- 
D 


| 


34 
55 
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nity, a name highly diſapproved of by both 
Galvin and Luther, as not rann. an 


Tais ſcriptural Chriſtian el ow that the 
texts, which are tranſlated ſo as to expreſs 
that Chriſt rofe from the dead, as if by ſome 
power inherent in himfelf, really do expreſs 
the direct contrary in the original language, 
and declare that he was- raiſed, that is, by 
the power of Gop,. ſo as to coincide per- 
fectly with many texts poſitively. declaring, 
that Chriſt was raiſed by the power of Gop. 
Other ſimilar miſtranflations, and ſome du- 
bious tranſlations, could not impoſe on him, 
fo as for a moment to ſtagger his faith in that 
one almighty and eternal Being, even the 
FaTrxER, who is above all, and through all, 
and in us all, to whom alone Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles paid divine worſhip. 
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2 The word Trinity ſounds odd, and is a human invention. 
* It were better to call ens God, God, than Trinity.“ 
Luruxa. 


. I e this prayer, 0 holy, Hed and ene Trinity, 
0 &c. The word Trinity is barbarous, ivfpid, profane; 0 
«© a human i invention, grounded on no teſtimony of God's Word, 
* the Popiſh God unknown to the Prophets and —— 
2 Would to God! that the name 1 were buried. 

2 


1 
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-- However decided the ſtrength and clear- 
neſs of his intellects led this excellent perſon 
to be, reſpecting the unrivalled ſupremacy 
of Jezovan, and the. abfolute dependence of 
Chriſt, although he believed in Chriſt's pre- 
exiſtence, admitting literally; that H. had 
| Slory with the Fa ruRR before the world az 
and conſidered him as having done more for 
Man, than merely becoming the organ thro 
which the truths of Go were revealed“ 
yet this modeſt, ne and moſt caridit 
of men, allowed that the phyſical nature of 
Jeſus: Chriſt, and the exact rank which he 
held amongſt the ereatures of Gop,, was not 
ſo very clearly revealed as the abſolute ſupre- 
macy of Jenovan over We e - 
ther Being. An. 24 Jo. 9% | 


TIsS diffidence of his own n judgement ani 

penetration into a ſubje& whereon the great- 
eſt Divines and Philoſophers had diſagreed, 
as well as his own truly Chriſtian charity, 
and, above all, the poſitive example of 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, led him to conſider, 
as his Chriſtian Unitarian brethren in the 
faith, all that acknowledged the abſolut 


1 Provoſt Chriſtie's opinions on theſe ſubjects were fimilar to 
thoſe of Doctor Price, See 5 Price's Sermons.— Unit. Lib. 
| D | I 


1 
1 
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(® i ) 
ſupremacy of Jznovany: and the 1 


of his Chriſt. - 


Hi embraced as brethren, all who literal- 
ly, and without equivocation, or mental 


reſervation, believed in Gop, and Jeſus 
Chriſt whom He hath ſent, and this, whe- 


ther they admitted 'or denied the pre-exiſt. 
ence of Chriſt, or the doctrine of atonement ; 
and indeed whatever other doctrines they 
believed or rejected, provided only that with 
good works they adorned the Goſpel of Gop 
their Saviour, and were ſincere i in their en- 


quiries, not allowing themſelves to twiſt the 


8 words of God, in order to draw a 
favourite meaning from texts that, from our 
ignorance of Jewiſh cuſtoms and local cire 
cumſtances, ſeem obſcure | to us. 


n Lo we wiſh to ith a reformer of re- 
Tigion placed in ſuch a ſtation of life, that 
his influence might operate on all; not ſo 
high as to render him inacceſſible to the low- 
er ranks, yet ſn far elevated that his virtues 
might command reſpect from the higheſt? 
Such was Ae nin ad the CSI | 


* 1 


( 33 } 

Wavy LD we wiſh him a man f diſtin- 
guiſhed talents, of deep enquiry, and ex- 
tenſive knowledge, gentle in his manners, 
yet commanding reſpect from his acknow- 
ledged ſuperior abilities“, in his conduct 
making a bright diſplay of all the virtues, 
the beſt of huſbands, the moſt tender en- 
dearing parent, the able and willing coun- 
ſellor, the candid and invariable friend ta 
truth, the intelligent and chearful compa- 
nion, mild, generous, and humane to 
all, while en vy was dumb, and malice 
could not open her mouth; while ſuperſti- 
tion, bigotry, and fanaticiſin only could 
undertake the impious taſk of attacking 
one who retained ſo much of the image in 
which man was created uch was che de- 
Lend . 1720 hh 51 WY 
-Wobis we wit id ge fam benin atk 
an patience and meekneſs, fo far as conſci- 
ence would permit, the errors of the na- 
Fiona! church: Would we : wiſh. to, o ſee him | 


** 


_— — — 


's Lord Gardenflone, no mean jadge of warkisd. delighted 
i his converſation, revered his character, held his abilities to 
be of the firſt rate, and expreſſed ſurpriſe, that, as a man of by- 
neſs, | he had been able to cultivate theſe ſo very highly. 


( 34 ) 

condeſcending to defend, himſelf by con- 
verſing with the loweſt of her elders, who, 
in general, are not leſs illterate than offi- 
cious and intolerant: Would we wiſh- to 
ſee him labouring to diminiſh by his truly 
Chriſtian, conduct, thoſe prejudices which 
ſtrong declarations might more and more 
excite. Such was the meek and humble 
conduct of this good man, till the madneſs 
and intolerance of ignorant and enthuſiaſ- 
tic zealots, became to him as the voice of 
Gov 3 7 Come out of | her * people 


1 
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50 H. vine humbled himſelf before Gov, 
and found it b better to ſerve Gov than man, 
he « could not. ſubmit his ſcripturally enlight- 
ened judgment to thoſe who lord it over 
Gop's heritage: He could not bow down 
nor ſerve the gods which they had ſet up: 

He now conferred not with fleſh and blood, 
but aſſerted and maintained that liberty 

with which Chriſt had made him free. He 
ſaw no room for heſitation: his houſe be- 
came his place of worſhip, his family his 
congregation, a pure and fervent heart his 
offering, alike acceptable on every altar to 


Him wlioft temple is the univerſe ; and to 


Ca 3 
the happy groupe under his patriarchab 
and apoſtolical miniſtry, he welcomed te 
friends of rational enquiry. _ 17 


ALTHOUGH he could no longer regular- 
ly attend the eſtabliſhed church as a mem- 
ber, yet he thought 1 it his duty, regularly, 
and publicly, to commemorate' the dying 
love of his Lord along with a congrega- 
tion whoſe eſtabliſhed Miniſter, and more 
enlightened Seſſion, exhibited more of rhe 
Chriſtian and Proteſtant character than 
thoſe perſecutors who had occaſioned his 
retirement from the changed. Joke 7 | 


"Tung retirement had not t taken place. in 
a timid or indignant humour. He had 

well digeſted the matter, and did not, in 
any part of his conduct, exhibit either fear 
or reſentment. Fearing Gon, he had no 
other fear; aud, following Chriſt, he lay- 
ed thoſe who perſecuted and. deſpitefully 
uſed him. But the tranſaction and conſe 
quences being of public notoriety, he con- 
ceived it to be his duty not to ſhrink from 
enquiry ; but, on the other hand, to come 
forward as a witneſs far the truths of the 


„ 
goſpel, and this he did with all the forti- 
tude of a hero, with all the meekneſs of a 
Chriſtian, heaping confuſion on the foes of 
eral, enquiry. 


« Ag when an Angel, by divine command, 
* With riſing tempeſts ſhakes a guilty land, 


c “ a „ „ „ | 

« Calm and ſerene he drives the furious blaft, 
And pleas'd th* Almighty's orders to perform, 
-  * Rides in the ant and dĩrects the ſtorm, 


Tuvs acted chin 1 0 and reſolute 
Chriſtian, while, invulnerable in goſpel ar- 
mour, he chaſtiſed the Kirk Seſſion of Mon- 
troſe, thoſe declared enemies of moral vir- 
tue and of goſpel truths. In his large vo- 
lume, entitled, * The Scriptures the valy 
« rule of faith, aſſerted and maintained, 
printed at Montroſe 1790, and diſtributed 
ſolely at his own expence, he acknow- 
ledges and defends his truly evangelical 


principles ; oppoling plain texts of Scrip- 
ture, with large extracts from the moſt re- 


ſpectable divines of every perſuaſion, to 
the unfair management, to the contradic- 
tory and antiſcrĩptural jargon of the Mini. 
ſters and Elders of Montroſe. Enriched as 
this book is by his own. * and by his 


4 

judicious ſelections from Seripture and the 
works of others, we may ſafely pronounce, 
that, excepting the Bible only, a volume 
more valuable to the liberal Chriſtian exiits 
not in our language*: and the Editor was 
ready to follow up this victory of the ever 
bleſſed Goſpel with a ſecond publication, had 
not the fanatical oppoſers of truth been glad 
to hide their diminifhee heads, by relin- 
quiſhing a combat, which they found, to their 
coſt, was not to be confined within the walls 
of a Seffion-houle. 


I oder to add, that, throughout all this 
large volume, he ſeems ſtudious to avoid giv- 


ing offence, or diſturbing himſelf or others 
by endeavouring to be wiſe above what is 


moſt clearly written; and, indeed, conſider- 
ing the unrivalled ſupremacy of IXAOVAE, 
and the divine miſſion of Chriſt, as the only 
doctrinal terms of Chriſtian Communion au- 
thoriſed by Jeſus, he had no favourite dog- 
mata to ſupport for the eſtabliſhment of which 
he would give offence to his Chriſtian Bro- 
ther, or endanger the belief of the Goſpel. 


Was not this eminent witneſs, a burning and 


a a ſhining light ? 


a 


* Unit, Lib. 


E 


( 35 ) 

As a Magiſtrate, Provoſt Chriſtie had uni“ 
formly acted with dignity, uprightneſs, and 
ſteadineſs. In his public conduct he was fim 
to his political principles, which were the 
reſult of deep thought and elaborate enquiry. 
He revered the conſtitution of his country. 
He ever ſhewed himſelf devoted to the civil 
and religious rights of Britiſh ſubjects, and a 
warm friend to thoſe of his fellow-citizens of 
the world, of whatever rank or nennen. 


: 


War LE his Faipaths was extended 
to, and his feelings corroded by the unme- 


rited ſufferings of the fable untaught Afri- 
can; and while he exerted himſelf for the a- 
bolition of the moſt inhuman and nefarious of 
all trades,. every nerve was ſtrung with new 
vigour to procure for the blinded Roman 


Catholics thoſe rights which he in vain wiſh- 


ed to ſee in the poſſeſſion of his enlightened 


Brethren in Chriſt ; rights of which the truly 
evangelical Unitarians continue diveſted thro? 


a miſtaken narrow minded policy, to the great 


injury of our Government; for the injuſtice 


of this privation is too palpable to eſcape the 
notice of many who, regardleſs of religion, 


are enemies to King, Lords, and: Commons,, 


(999 


incontrovertible accuſation againſt the ex- 
iſting Government. | | IA 


Werl may we fay, that there is a Prince 
and a great man fallen, this day, in Iſrael ; 
and not to our Ifrael alone, in any limited 
ſenſe, but to all the Iſrael of Gor, which 


will be formed from every people, and kin- 


dred, and nation, and language. Our loſs 
is the loſs of mankind; for, eſpecially in the 
| preſent eventful and portentous times, ſuch 
a light and example in the Chriſtian World, 
was beyond all expreſſion valuable to thoſe 
| who wait ths: nit of their reid 


Lzr thoſe who know ſuch living e 
ters in the country, count them. I know 
not one ſuch. We have, for a ſeaſon, re- 
joiced, and long would we have wiſhed to 
rejoice in his light. But while we lament 
che loſs of one to whom every well informed 
Unitarian in Scotland looked up. and while 
awe endeavour, in ſome meaſure, to form our- 
ſelves by his illuſtrious example, let us re- 
member that we have ſtill a _— "Ps 


and always appear happy in bringing ſuch an 


( 66) 


Wx have the Prophets, we have the Goſs 

pel, and we are placed in an age wherein all 
men are called to watch the fulfilments of 
prophecies, the ſpirit of which 1s the reſt imony 
of Jeſus. One part of Myſtical Babylon is 
recently fallen, and down. muſt come the 
remainder, to be built no more. 


Lr us earneſtly intreat men to examine 
the deluſions which have ſo long obſcured 
the Chriſtan hemiſphere, and, by applying 
reaſon to ſcripture, to baniſhthe Man of Sin 
ſo far as each is under his dominion; thus no 
more partaking of her fins, that they receive 
not of the plagues which hang over the ge- 
mains of that devoted city, whoſe fins have 
reached unto heaven, and and whole iniquities 
Gop is row remembering, giving her blood 
to drink in the aweful day of retribution. 
And well may we be aſſured, that when Go 
is about to eſtabliſh the Goſpel of Jeſus in its 
priſtine purity, no earthly, power ſhall be a- 
ble to ſupport bigotry and nr 


E us, nk God, the hve alen 
i re not ſealed, - Far be it from us to ſacri- 
fice the plaineſt texts in order to > multiply. 


({ . N 
objes of Divine Worſhip ; to find out a 


Divine Nature in- the humble and pious Je- | 


ſus; or to eſtabliſh any other favourite idea, 
which never occurred ta him or his Apoſtles. 


Lr us not differ with any Chriſtian, even 


reſpecting the rank which Chriſt held in the 


ſcale of derived exiſtence. Encugh be it for 


us to hear it confeſſed, that he had the fame | 


Gop and Father with ourſelves. Enough 
for us to agree, that he is the way, the truth, 
and the life; that. Gop has highly exalted 
him to be a Prince and a Saviour, and made 
him the author of eternal en to all who 


w. and ober him. 


* this * we came N in this 
faith we have perſevered, notwithſtanding 
the ſhock of a late ſeceſſion on narrow, trif- 
ling, and extraneous grounds ; ; in this faith, 
and in openly declaring it upon every Fo Sa 
ſion, let us ever ee ; | 


W JG bs Gop! he Joes Not require | 


ſuccels from our feeble arm: be only requires 


the full exertion of that feeble arm. This. 
in the greateſt of cauſes, I truſt we have ren- 


dered; and this, I truſt, we ſhall ever ren: 


ö 
; 


rr 
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n 


1 
der; and ſo rendering we ſhall act a nobler 


part, than we ſhould by commanding ſucceſs, 
OS in our power, with Heſs" exertion. | 


Wars Gob's time to E comes, He w:/l 
work, and all oppoſition ſhall vanifh like the 
morning cloud. Then ſhall” Gop be Oxe, 
and inp name one, over the mars of the whole 


earth. . e e 
* 3 * * 8 * 1 1 


' 


| Tavs aſſured of our great i has the de- 


ſtruction of ſuperſtition and infidelity, and 
the conſequent fpread of the ever bleſſed 


Goſpel ; and aſſured alſo, that our endea- 
yours will be in the meantime acceptable, 
whether ſucceſsful or not: Let us each act 

as if the whole depended on our individu- 
al exertion, and this in ſpite of the ridicule, 
the deriſion, or, if you will, thy contempt 


of mankind. 


Di the good man we now lament re- 
cede from his purpoſe becauſe his charac- 
ter was ſingular? No. He reflected that 
as once there was but one Proteſtant i in Bri- 
tain, and now all are nominal Proteſtants 
ſo at ſome future period the earth will be 


6430 
peopled with real Proteſtants genuine U- 
nitarians. With this proſpect He, in N 


of Fee yielded not to 


| the feraph Abdiel, faithful found 
««- Among the faithleſs ; faithful only he; 
« Among innumerable falſe, unmov'd, 
% Unſhaken, unſeduc'd, unterrify'd, | 
His loyalty he kept, his love, his zeal; 
„Nor number, nor example, with him wrought 
« To ſwerve from truth, or change his conſtant mind 
* Tho” fingle. From amidſt them forth he paſs'd 
« Long way thro” hoſtile ſcorn, which he ſuſtain d 


% Superior. A 


'Decivey as our belief is, 10 let our con- 
duct be; ever remembering that we muſt 
ſingly paſs the valley of the ſhadow of death, 


where the rod and the ſtaff of man cannot 


yield comfort or protection. Have any of 
you, my friends, been called to witneſs 
the death of a reſpected friend, or of a be- 
loved companion of your convivial hours, 
whoſe goodneſs of heart had ſoothed your 
feelings, and whoſe flaſhes of wit had enli- 
vened your converſation ? Did you mark 


his laſt wildly roving, inquiſitive yet va- 


cant ſtare? Did you wipe the cold ſweat 
from his brow ? Did you obſerve his eyes 


fix for ever, and ſee the laſt breath quiyer 


r . A A a rt er Gone 


* 


on his lips? Or, have you yourſelves been 


in a ſituation tending this way? Had you 


a proſpect of ſpeedy diſſolution? Did you 
apprehend that, in a few days, the vermin 
would be your conch, and you might ſay 
to the worm thou art my ſiſter? What 
were, at theſe times, your thoughts of the 
world, with all its inhabitants, with all i its 
cares, and all its toys? But did you, on 
the interment of your friend, or on your 
own convalefcence, lofe all theſe ſerious 
thoughts in the vortex of buſineſs, or the 


. whirl of diſſipation? Did you ſoon become 


aſhamed to confeſs before men thoſe vows 


which in ſecret you had offered to the Mos r 
Hicn, who ſeeth in ſecret? Recal theſe, 


and let them be confirmed by the worey of 
J=novan: 


1 Who art thou that ſhould fear wretched man tha dieth, | 
e And the ſon of mas that ſhall become as graſs, ö; 
And ſhouldſt forget Jexovau thy Maker? oth 
Who ftretched out the heavens and formed the earth : "I 
Fear not the reproach of wretched man, Ju 
Neither be ye borne down by their reviliogs; . | 
« For the moth ſhall conſume. them like a garment, 


And the worm ſhall eat them like wool : 


„ But my righteouſneſs fall endare for ever, 
© 5 And my ſalvakion to the age of ages.” . 


(Þ ) 


Lerus conclude; by following our excel- 
lent and highly honoured friend through 
his laſt ſcenes, and endeavour to ſtren gth- 
en 'our own religious principles; by con- 
templating the laſt moments of a pious and 
enlightened Chriſtian, who had through 
life devoted his diſtinguiſhed: talents t to the 
— of His n; a? Bic 


4 2. , ; * 32 7 


To him death Was Aiveſted of all its rer- 
rors. It was only an eaſy paſſage to a'bet- 
ter world. Long had he accuſtomed him- 

| ſelf to think of it, and he was prepared to 
me et it nor as a foe, but as a friend. = 


"Death was one of his familiar and fac 
vourite themes of converſation, which he 
often introduced in the family circle. He 
encouraged them to talk of it with the ſame 
chearful eaſe as they would converſe on any 
other incident that, was to befal them... He 
withed chem to be like himſelf, Bang | 
Os 5 Gov. a gerbe, RIC IH 

om — may have — * unconſcious 
that. death was ſo. very near as it was, yet 
it appears that he * the cleareſt preſenti- 


4 


ment that the hour f bs epa 


| e the laſt Sunday of 


the year, he lay down. to refreſh; himſelf 


for the remainder of the duties he regular- 
ly performed. Still appearing fatigued, ho 
was adviſed not to proceed, but his reply 
was, Why ſhould we rob Gop of the 
« ſmall portion of time e him? 
1 will do my duty to the te”, 
4 

2 1 ſung part of the doth ks BY: real 
2 ſermon of Archbiſhop Tillotſon' s, from 
the 12th verſe So reach us to number our 
days, that we may apply our hearts unto wiſ- 
dom. Now his tongue ſeemed to deny him 
utterance, while his trembling hands. refuſ- 


ed to ſupport the book. He was entreated 


repeatedly to deſiſt ; but ſtill he perſiſted to 
the laſt, faying, 1 have good reaſon for 
« reading this ſermon. If you knew it, as I 
do, you would approve of it, and I will, if poſ- 
<< ble, read every word of it.” He did ſo; but 
with extreme difficulty: and ah! what a long 
fermon did this, containing his laſt moſt ſo- 
lemn and important admonitions, appear to 

his equally aſtoniſhed and afflicted family ! l! 


6 44 3 

. Having ſtood up to pray, his hands conti- 
od to tremble, and his enfeebled knees qui- 
vered againſt each other, while his diſſolving 
frame couldno longer maintain an erect poſture, 
yet while thoſe preſent expected every minute 
to ſee him drop, he continued with fervency 
pouring out his pious ſoul before Gon; thus 
paying his laſt active duty to his Creator, 
and thoſe whom n had . to his 


His prayer was ſhort, Aa and com- 
prehenſive, and would have done honour to 
any man, though not labouring, as he was, 
under the ſevere preſſure of e under 
the well Known Broke of e. gt” 


= VING Gniſhed his prayer in recommends» 
ing himſelf and his family to his heavenly 
Father, he may be faid to have thus con- 
cluded his walking with Gop upon earth; 
for he was immediately ſupported to bed, 
and continued oppreſſed with trouble, (tho' 
without ever once complaining) till the fol- 
lowing Tueſday morning, when, without a 


ſtruggle, or a groan, he reſi igned his we in⸗ 
#9: we Hanes of iu who gau te... 
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-. CaEARFULLY he lived, and moſt ſerenely 
he died. His life had been bis preparation 
for this laſt ſolemn ſcene, and his death 
ſeemed like the repoſe that is felt aſter the 
toils of an active and well ſpent day, 
when. a man lies down fatisfied, and a 


br es the thor cen 


Tux anguiſh of his family muſt hoes 
"Work in ſome meaſure ſupported in that 
trying hour, by the ſweet placid ſerenity 
of his countenance; juſt emblem of his 


ſpotleſs ſoul | whiſpering the heartfelt con · 


ſolation that he was gone to the pure re- 
gions of bliſs, there to receive the reward 
promiſed, through Chriſt, by the Father of 
Mercies, to unceaſing piety, uncorrupted 


virtue, and boundleſs benevolence, where, f 


freed from the fetters of mortality, his 


ſublime and pure ſpirit, would join ki n- 


dred fouls in the joys of immortal” bli6. 
Unclouded day | Joys to which he had f 
long and ſo fervently aſpired, and which 


4 % SE 


_ ever riſe on me ver TTY 8 powers. - 


80 on conſiderations ould be nch ! 
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mily; and, Oh | ſhould that family, whe 
have been bleſſed with ſuch an extraordi- 
nary pattern, be ever tempted to any act 
unworthy of their father, nnbecoming the. 
children of their exalted parent, may me- 
mory recal the ſacred impreſſion through 
life's long way, to hae their faukering 


oy. 


- Now. no W an object of envy, e- 
ven fell perſecution herſelf may poſſibly 
do juſtice” to his virtues. If not, a riſing. 
and more ingenuous race, will bluſh to 
think t their fathers were his foes. 1 

2 

Mar we, by a daily and . pre- 
paration, diſtinguiſh ourſelves from thoſe 
who have no hope, and ſtrenuouſly endea- 
your, while it is yet day, to lay a founda- 
tion for dying the death of the righteous, 
that out latter end may ſomewhat reſemble 


bs ; 


Wat LE we bleſs the memory of the juſt, 
and hold the righteous in remembrance, 
let us mark the perfect man and behold the 

. upright, for the end of that man is peace. 
Let us live unto Gov, and we ſhall have 
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Hope in our death. Let the Lonp Jznovan 
be our ſtrength and our ſong, and when 
our fleſh and heart faileth, He will become 
our ſalvation ; Gos will be the ſtrength of 
our heart, and our portion for ever. - 
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Vo unto the Kid ETERNAL, immortal, 
1 inviſible: the Gop of Abraham, of Iſaac, 
nnd , Jacob the Gov of Moſes and the 
| -:> .Prophets.; | the Gop. of Jeſus and bis A. 
+  poſtles : to GOD ont Y wass, the one 

© ; THER, we” deſire to aſcribe that glory, 
: _—_— and praiſe, which is due to Him 
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" APPENDIX. 


Pay pages i2 and 13, it might-have been further ſtated, 

that, in former days, younger ſons of the firſt families 
in the country were brought ap to the miniſtry, of which very 
reſpectable inſtances remain to this day; and, it is believed, 
that in theſe very few remaining inſtances, as was the caſe in 
former days, the Elders are in general more intelligent and en- 
lightened than the common run of Elders that a few reſpect- 
able characters become Elders at the ſolicitation of particular 
Miniſters, and that ſome men of learning attend the General 
Aſfembly, as Elders, are poſitions not to be denied: Here we 
have referred oaly e ——_ d e 


— o———_— 
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by RE 1 ; is 1 confeſſed; _— the - Hour e 


rox rs were ſpoken and written under the influence of the Spirit 


of Gon, and although it is not denied, i avords, chat theſe, are 
infallible, and addreſſed to all mankind; yet many, inſtead. of 
candidly reading their Bibles, and being firmly ſenſuaded in their 
own minds, by their own convictions thereon formed; ſeem to 
think that Goo had left his work imperſect in order to be fin 
ed by men, and actually do place in the found of names, that in- 
fallibility which, in their conduct, they deny to the Scuirrunss 


bf Tarn. Of theſe men, truſting more to reputed Orthodoxy, 


than to Divine Iaſpiration, many may be ſurprized to ſee fuck 
ſtrange ſentiments imputed to Calvin-and Luther, as appear-in 
Note page zoth, and for the ſake of ſuch people it may not be 
improper to ſtate the following quotations, taken-from the writ» 
ings of theſe great and e r N e 

and fallible, Reformers: mand tr: Aae no 


% Vocua haec Trinitas . divinis eriptoribus _ 
„ ritur, cacterum humanitus tantum inventa, Unde omnine 


. = 
me. 
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« etiam frigide ſonat, ac multo praeftabilius foret, fi Deus potios, 
. quam Tiinitas dicatur.“ 


e Tyinitaris. 


Th, do ths trita, Sancta Trinitas unus Deus miſerere 
© noſtri, mihi non placet, ſapit enim omnino barbariem. Tri- 


© .nitaz eſt en e ell profanum et infipidum. DET 
V Cary, Epift. Lal PoLonos. 


1 1 nomen * 1 en 
. Lil. 1. Cap. 13. ue. g. 
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1 who feel themſelves onintereſled,- may alledge, 
chat too much time has been ſpent on what may appear to them 
local and trivial. But the author cannot ſee any thing as local, 
any thing as trivial, which, by developing the fundamental 
truths of Chriſtianity, is connected with a farther reformation of 
religious doctriues, and-a farther reformation of this kind was 
never more' neceſſary than at preſent, when the Goſpel itſelf is 
openly attacked upor'principles which the Goſpel itſelf, ** 
. n. 


[tor eee eee eee has long Wiel 1 
aa oppoitunity to late to the public, the facts that ſo greatly re- 
deced the profefion of Unitarianiim, after its wonderful, its-al. 
moſt miraculous ſucceſs, It indeed becomes every man concern» 
ed, to take ſhame to the Society they attended, and their doing 
w i uo more than ſtrict juſtice to the cauſe of Truth, which 18 
the cauſe of Gon himſelf, though brought to us in earthen veſ+ 
fels. To ſtate the facts is alſo doing, juſſ ice to dhe, Gentleman 
who no preaches Unitarianiſm here, who juſtly bears the moſt 
umiable character, who is well known as a man. of great erndi- 
tion, and has long been univerſally .. as en. 
Unitarian Teacher, 
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by rb who impute berefy to 3 eminent vines 
for the truth, who is mentioned in the foregoing pages: 
would do well, earneſtly and candidly to enquire, if, when 
fo doing, they bring not a firailay pon * brit 
and his Apoſtles. 15 925 


— . abt 2 * 1 
r 2 


Ie. L 


Tur may find it very convenient to bewilder tha 
jodgments with long- -winded' arguments upon abſtruſe 
texts, but it would be no eaſy taſk for them to ſet alide 
the force of thoſe that follow, and of innumerable ot 
that clearly diſcriminate betwixt ALMIGHTY Gon and b 
ones Messun- to mankind. „ . | 


| Mark xiii, 32. But of that reg wad mes vad no g 
man, no not the e in heaven, neither the Son but the « 
Father. e 1 7 e eee. 4 * 4 2 

Jokn v. 19. The Son can do nothing of himſelf, but 4 
what he ſeeth the Father do; for what things ſoever he 9 
doeth, thoſe alſo doeth the Son like wiſe.— 22. The Fathen 8 

jadgeth no man; but hath committed all judgment to th; 
— As the Father hath life in himſelf, ſo hath he given; / 
to the Son to have life” in himſelf.—27. And haih given, | 
him authority to execute Judgment e g 1 can or . 
mine own ſelf do nothing, 26 nk, * e = 


3 


vi. 37. As the year F ather hath cat mac, and L ine = 
the Father. . 1 ** 4 U l 224 


x. 29. My * which _ OY me, is n than 15 Y 
all . 0 | . | $324 ty |; 1 4 
"xiv. 28. 1 5 wy Father is gur 6 


n il. 5 and 6. For though there be that are called * 
gads, whether in heavea or in earth, as there be gods many 
and lords many. But to us Chriſtiant) there is but one 

God the Father, of whou are all * ay we in him, 
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| end one Lord Jeſus cs. | by whom aro alt vg wy 
„h. 6 


pe fg The head of „ 3 
Bo voten is 1h man; and 8 Chriſt is 


Cor. xv. 24. Then comer ks ad when he (Chriſt) | 
ſhall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Fa- 
ther; when he ſhall have put down all rule, and all au- 
thority, and power—25. for he muſt reign till he put all 

enemies under his feet,—2 7. Bur when he faith, all things 

are put under him, it is manifeli he is excepted, which did 

put all things under him.—28. And when all things ſhall 

. be ſubdved unto him, then. ſhall the Son alſo be ſubject to 

him, that put all things under Hin that God may be all 
in all, 


url be d 3. Graes be tne: you, as pence, . 
God our Father, and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt;—Bleſſed be 
the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who bath 
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1 Heb. i i. 9. God. even 5 God, hath anointed thee with 
de oil of Sladneſs above thy fellows —13. To which of 


the angels faith be at any time, Sit thou on my ebe e 
until I make thine enemies thy footſtool? | 


” ation of Jeſus Chriſt which God 


Rev. i. 
gave unto Gag 


- Rev. iii. 12. Him that „ will I ks a pillar 
in the temple of my God (ſays Chriſt), and I will write 
upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city a 
of my God, which is new Jeruſalem,” which n out hs 


bene from God. 


W. Arn 8:6, 179 . a 
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WITH A VIEW TO DISCOVER FROM IT THE TRUE NATURE, - 
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Bur I fear, leſt by ung means, as the 1 
through his fubtilty fo your minds ſhould be corrupted fror 
the #mplicity that i is in Chriſt, „„ 2 Gal uh 3. oF 
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of truly Chriſtian meeknelb and charity, as » 
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1 ? muſt _— it very acceptable to. many mellgent 
N Ch iltians of this place, who have often expreſſed | 
— to the ere of oct 


* 4 * - 7 # * 10 1 * 
1 f — 12 5 


b expreſſions, which „— * Pa appear to the 
Authors, prove, in fad, too ſtrong, and give offence 
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